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For Dulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not 


be afraid of the Power ? Do that which is good, and thou ſhalt have praiſe of | | 


the (amc: For he is the miniſler of God to thee for good. But if thou d that 
which is evil, be afraid; for he bearcth not the ſword in vain : for he is the 
| miſter of GOD, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. | 


| St, Pave. 


* 


& 0 MF Dd 8: Bo 


-INTED IN THE YEAR, M,DCC, XCV. 
Price THREE - PENCE, 


* 


b a | | wy 
e WAS, — — * —. 4 . . % ” « $$ |. * s "% 2 
. «SKY Tr AW ; 
* | | 
| N 1 
: 
| . 
= 
: 
Y 
* 
* 
* 
4 
. 
' 
* 
* 
| i 
" 
1 
* 
* * „ 
* 


5 i 
Ls 
4 
o 
v 
4 
* 
* 
* 
; ww 
— * | 
watt & * 
A ** 1 | 
: e at wh * * 
"Sx ” 0 f 
1 
} 4 : 
© A * *'Y i 4 ; 
„ * 
* . * 
* i 
; 3 FA oY Fl 1 
7 
1 0 tA b 1 2520 
4 te . 
. is 
* 1 1 * „ 4 
. v7 * 4 * of 
| 4 } 3 
| Fad 
12 


feld, but in other places of theſe wie, gar to the no ſmall di 


tion. 


deſigning men. Many who compoſed the Mob at Great Bar| 


* No Fuftice will une er lale your Cauſe.” Whether he Was auth | 


the idea from his liberal- minded Maſter and his aſſociates, or wii 
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THE following Trials were taken down at the time, by a Gen- 
tleman, in Short Hand. But as he had no previous inten- 
tion of writing, he was not ſo well prepared as could be wiſhed ; | 
and as he had no knowledge of the parties, he never expected to 
be called upon for a Copy; neither did he begin to write till 
Mr. Garrow had proceeded ſome length in his addreſs ; and even 


then, for a conſiderable time, he was in a diſadvantageous ſitua- 
tion. The Reader will therefore perceive a defficiency in the 
beginning of Mr. Garrow's addreſs. And there may likewiſe be 
ſome other inconſiderable defects in various parts of the Trials. 


But we can boldly affirm, that the Subſtance of all which Mr. 
Garrow ſaid, touching the Merits of the Caſe, will be found in 
the following pages. Nevertheleſs we are forry that we cannot 
give our readers an additional ſpecimen, to thoſe which have al 
ready appeared in the World, of the abilities of that great Oratorj 
by preſenting them with his addreſs unmutilatet. 
In the Examination of the Evidence, there may be a deficienc 
or a redundancy of a word or two here and there. But we pledg 
ourſelves that there is nothing malerial, one way or the other, ft 
as to alter in any degree the complexion of the Caſe from wha 
it > apy Mp cng the Court. 7 35 . {1 
The Notes we make no apology for, as they are perſectly dif 
tint from the Trials, and throw light upon the different parts q 
Theſe Trials are made public, i. in order to expoſe, and there 
by erradicate, if poſſible, that pernicious ſpirit of Perſecutiog | 
which. rages, not only.in ſome of the inhabitants of Great Bar 


grace of the nation in this enlightened age. The ſpirit of Perſ 
cution is a ſpirit of darkneſs ; only drag the execrable monſter 1 
the light, and an important ftep is then taten towards its deſiru 


2. To prevent thoſe perſons who are unacquainted with f 
Laus of their Country, from being the dupes and tools of wicke| | 


field, were perſuaded by others that there were no Laws exiſtit 
to protect the Methodiſts! One of the Church-wardens, (Smit 
the farrier) ſaid to J. Blake, in the hearing of Mr., Jenhih 


riſed io refer to any of the neighbouring Juſtices, or had caug 
ther he only ſpoke as he wiſhed, we will not pretend to ſay. B 
I | | A 2 nn every! 
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9 > 
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| every perſon of diſcernment muſt obſerve, that this declaration 


e 

|| maniteſled a high degree of ignorance, or wickedneſs, exiſting n 
| fomewhere. | | | e 
. To encourage the Servants of the Moſt High to truſt in c 
him, and to fill their hearts with gratitude for the protection al- ſt 
forded us by the Laws, ufider our gracious King, in the exerciſe te 
ol that Liberty of Conſcience, which is the unalienable Right * 
of every rational Being. e h 
Blut if the Reader wilhes to have a proper view of the ſpirit and n 
| temper of the Perfecutors at Great Bardfield, it is neceſſary to be R 
| acquainted with a few circumſtances which are not included in th 
the trials. The perſecutors in the town, aided by one or two TE 
| farmers in the neighbourhood, formed themſelves into a Commit- fr 
tee *, in order that they might proceed regularly and more effec- te 
tually in their bad work. They concerted different modes of of 
attack; that by the Mob was only one part of their plain; and 1 
the only one which they could bring to bear again ſt the Preachers. ra 
In the town reſided a worthy man, who from the pureſt motives of 
lent his houſe for the exercife of religious duties. He had a W. 
wife and five ſmall children to maintain by his lawful calling, of 
which was that of a baker, and by great induſtry and frugality he pe 
had provided tolerably well for them. The Committee, in order tu 
o effect the ruin of the baker, advertiſed in the public news- Wk 
2aper for one of the ſame buſineſs to come and ſet up in oppoſi- mi 
ion; and having obtained one, they ſupported him at a conſidef- Tec 
ble expence. But the former baker making, confeſſedly, good I ſhe 
read, &c. they did not ſucceed according to their ſanguine ex- he: 
eQations. The Committee then attempted to engage the whole | 
wn and pariſh in a combination not to trade with the baker. mi 
his ſcheme they devoutly hoped would compleatly flarve the Ibis 
oor man and his family, or compel him to renounce his Judg- - pe: 
zent and Conſcience in Matters of Religion. Accordingly, a peil 
Vriting was actually drawn up by ſome perſon, and preſented by abc 

je p—r—n for approbation, propoling at the ſame time that it thi 
fould be copied upon ſtamped paper the next day, and ſigned -& an 
iemſelves, and as many as they could prevail upon to join wit! 


em. In this nefarious. Deed, they covenanted for themſelves 

jd their families, not to buy any thing of the poor man, under 

e penalty of ten ſhillings for every offence committed by a * 
aſter-tradeſman or farmer, and five ſhillings for every journey- 
an or labourer. er PT. | | 

Some of them, indeed, who have been ſpoken to upon the fub-' 

t, deny that the above infamous agreement was compleated ; 

t acknowledge that it was carried as far as has been rela- 

. And ſuppoſing they laid aſide the Deed through fear of 


* At the Head of this famous Committee was a p---r---n; the 
dy conſiſted of two ſhop-keepers; an inn-keeper ; a farrier, 
o Was alſo church-warden; a farmer from Little-Bardheld, &c. 


expoling 


: 


15) | 
expoſing themſelves to the cognizance of the Law, this has 
made no difference to the poor Man, becauſe they have ex- 
ecuted the principle and defign of it, as far as they poſſibly 
could. . They not only refuſed to buy any thing of him them. 
ſelves, but threatened to diſcharge their workmen, if they dared 
to deal with him, or even attend the Methodiſt Preaching; 
When any of the Poor were detected in the commiſſion of the. | 
henious crimes, they were inſtantly threatened with the puniſh. 
ment of being excluded from all benefit ariſing from the Poor 
Rates, or any charities that they had. the management of. Theſe 
threatenings fo terrified the Poor, who were 12 55 diſpirited and 
rendered paſſive by the ordinary treatment they generally met with 
from oppreſſive men, that they were even afraid of the leaſt in- 
tercourſe with the poor baker or his family, leſt they ſhould - 
offend their maſters. | „„ 
The caſe of a poor woman who kept a fchool for children, is 
rather ſingular, and evidently diſcovers the malevolent diſpoſition. 
of this honourable Committee : Exclufive of the ſcholars who 
were paid for by their parents, the ſchoot-miſtrefs had the benefit 
of a ſmall legacy, which was left to the pariſh by a well-diſpoſed 
perſon, for the ang! 14; of teaching a few poor children. To this 
tutoreſs the baker ſent his little daughter, where ſhe was always 
kindly and thankfully received. But when the orders of the Com- 
mittee were iſſued forth, the ſchool-miſtreſs abſolutely refuſed to- 
receive the child any more, alledging, as the only reaſon, that if 
I che did, the p—r—n would take the charity ſchool away from 
ber. 9 . 15 A 

By theſe and ſimilar acts of inhumanity, this chriflian Com- 
mittee have endeavoured to ſtarve an honeſt, induſtrious man and 
bis family, or compel him io fin againſt his conſcience. The 
perſecution by the Mob, terminated in about a month; but the 
perſecution againſt the poor man and his family, has continued 
above a twelyemonth, What will the Popiſh Court of Inquiſition 
think, when they fee themſelves fo tar excelled in rage, ivjuſtice, 
and cruelty, by men who are called PRQTESTAN Dr < ft 


4166 
eee 
. An Account of the Trials at Chelmsford, &c. 


The KI Nd verſus Cor x, and ſeventeen others, for a 
ff Riot, &c. e 


5 Counſel for the Crown, Mr. Garrow and Mr. Grim- 
wood: Attorney, Mr, Francis, of Colcheſter. 


Counſel for the Defendants, Serjeant Bond and Mr. 
Trower: Attorneys, Meſſrs. Club and Wade, 


FT E R Mr. Grimwood had ſtated to his Lordſhip and the 

4 Jury, the purport of the Indictment, Mr. Garrow roſe, and 
began with oprovgting the ſpirit of intolerance in general; ob- 
ſerving how dreadful it was for any ſet of men to harraſs their 
fellow- creatures on account of religion; to throw out their thun- 
derbolts of vengeance, and 3 | 
: * Deal damnation round the land 

3 On all they deem'd their foe.” ; 
4 Gentleman,” it is truly horrid (continued Mr. Garrrow) “ to find 
men encouraged in hunting down their fellow-creatures, only 
becauſe they happen to differ in ſome ſhades of dottrine, or minutiæ 
bol faith, not conſidering that we are all the children of one common 

Father, and all the purchaſe of the ſame Redeemer. Gentlemen, 
the proſecutors have ſuffered a great degree of perſecution, a per- 
fecution which I have never had the misfortune to witneſs before; 
(and I have had now ſome years experience, at leaſt in the crimi- 
nal courts,) which, if it have not ended in the deſtruction of ſome 
of thoſe who this day reſort to you for protection, and which muſt 
have dragged ſome of the defendants into that court [pointing to 
the Crown Court, ] is due to the providence of God, and not to 
the humanity of the defendants, Gentlemen, let it be remem- 
bered, that the perſons who were perſecuted were attending to 
their devotions, and propagating that Goſpel of Peace, of which 
they are the Miniſters, and with this deſign they went to Great 

Bardfield, They are a harmleſs, inoffen ſive, quiet people. This 
place, from the profligacy of its inhabitants has long acquired the 
name of wicked Bard ſield. They had no deſign of interfering 
with the pious labours of thoſe who have the cure of ſouls in that 
part of the world, but believed that by going to preach the Goſpel 
of Jeſus there, they might forward the great cauſe of their commo 
Maſter, Is it to be ſuppoſed that any man has a right to lay down 
the doctrines or tenets, which a Miniſter {ball preach when he 
comes into a Town? It is tie Ate. Legiſlature of this countr 
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{43 3 
thought proper to prevent the Church of Rome from infuling her 
doctrines in this country, becauſe it was ſuppoſed there were too 
much connedion between their religion and politics. But of late, 
much, if not all of that reſtraint, the legiſlature in its wiſdom, has 
thought proper to remove. But with reſpett. to thoſe who are 
proteſtants, all that is required of them, is, that they ſhall go 
through the ceremony of licencing themſelves, and their reſpecs 
tive places of worſhip, and conduct themſelves there as good 
Citizens. . 9 * i . {7 13 

Gentlemen, Would to God I could be ſpared the pain of re- 
lating ; the court be ſpared the pain of hearing; and the coun 
be ſpared the diſgrace of what follows ! But as an advocate in this 
cauſe, I feel I owe it as a debt to my clients; yea, I owe it as a 
debt to this county, and to my country at large; therefore, ſhall 
proceed, Firſt, to deſcribe to you the perſons concerned in this 
affair. The proſecutor is a perſon of the late Mr. John Wes» 
LEY's perſuaſion; a gentleman well known in this country; 
although perhaps none of you, any more than myſelf, are parti. 
cularly acquainted with all Mr. Weſley's tenets ; yet I doubt not 
but you are ſo far acquainted \with his Character, as to know this, 
that if ſince the primitive days, there has been one of whom. it 
might be ſaid, that He wen! about doing good,” the venerable 
Man, whoſe name I have preſumed to mention, (and who is now 
dead, therefore it cannot be deemed flaitery) of all moderns, beſt 
deſerves that We... “une 4 

Jam as little "inclined perhaps as any of you, to change my 
Religion. My Father is a clergyman of the Church of England, 
and took great pains in my education, and J have never Fond 
that I could change it for a better. But it muſt be granted, Mr. 
Weſley was not a perſon that went through the land to fpread 
confuſion ; he was not diſpoſed to go into the neighbourhood of 
others to ſow diſſentions and diſcord. No: I have heard even 
ſome of the Clergy of the Church of England ſay, and declare it 
with ſatis faction too, that inſtead of making any.insoads in their 


pariſhes to do vil, where Mr. Wefley came he has been the means 
of reclaiming many from the error of their ways, who were above 


their hand. And this he did by the purity of his manners, the 
perſpicuity and energy with which he inculcated his dbQrines, 
and by the ſimplicity of thoſe dottrines themſelves. Gentle 
men, Theſe perſons are the followers of that great man : they-are 
men who have. ſeparated themſelves from ſecular affairs, that they 
might ſpend their whole time in proclaiming the Goſpel of the 
great Redeemer, Shall I ſum up all in a word, they are tyhat 
many of our forefathers gloried to be; they are what the prede- 


ceſſors of the proudeſt prelate of the Church of England once 


were; they are: @ poor, a frayzng, and, a preaching peop 
Gentlemen, -The proſecutor, who had ſpent part of his e in ne 
company. of Mr. Weſley, did not go to Bardfield to make a dif. 
turbance there: no; but with the pious deſign that if peradven- 
3 2 8 79 8 ture 
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ture he might reclaim one poor wandering ſheep to the fold of 


Chriſt! The Gentleman who has the care of ſouls there, 1 


have not the pleaſure of knowing, but have no doubt he does his 
duty x. To this place the proſecutor, together with ſeveral others, 
went on Sunday the 14th. of July in the laſt year; (1793) ; they 
arrived there about half paſt ten o'clock in the forenoon, and as 
the toleration Act protetts them, they were, or ought to be, as 


much protected from inroads and inſults, as the Biſhop. of Lon- 


don would be in Chelmsford. The ſervice of the Chapel was to 


begin at half paſt ten. When theſe gentlemen came to the place, 
they found the people aſſembling about the door in a very tumul- 


tuous manner; Me the proſecutor, opened the door, 


and addreſſed the perſons who were there aſſembled, deſiring to 


know what they had done that merited ſuch treatment? He was 


E. 


pou 


anſwered, * We have a good church! You have no buſineſs here, 
The gentlemen don't like it.” If they had been at the church, 

diy they would not (at leaſt for the time, we would charita- 
ly hope) have been engaged in doing the devil s work. But in- 


ſtead of going to this church about which they talked ſo much, 


they came to interrupt a ſet of peaceable men, who were about to 


praiſe God in their own way. But this gives great offence to this 
ſort of r Mob governments are bad governments at all 
times. 


e have ſeen the effects of them in a e eee 
country; and you may recollett this was a day that was celebrate 
as the third revolution of the French. Mobs are but bad ſervants, 


but worſe maſters. o 
Again, The gentlemen don't like it! The gentlemen don't 
like ii!“ Who are the gentlemen that don't like it? What are 


their number? What are their reſpeRability ? Is it the grand Jury 
ill 


of the county ? The gentlemen don't like it!!“ What w 
they like then? Are we to form our creed, not as it may pleaſe 
our own conſciences, but as 1t may pleaſe ſome great men in the 
pdt No : God forbid, that this ſhould be the Law of Eng. 
and! Let us ſee whether it be within the reach of the powers 
of eloquence and ingenuity which my great and learned friend 
may uſe, to frame a more chriſtian anſwer than was given to theſe 
ridiculous objeftions. The anſwer of Mr. Jenkins was this: 


We don't come here to oppoſe the church.“ We only come 


to worſhip God according to our conſciences.” % We come 


peaceably and ought not to be interrupted.” One would have 


thought that this addreſs, in the language of chriſtian meekneſs 


and charity, would have diſmiſſed them, and .the ſervice of G 


might have been permitted to proceed; but they inſiſted that there 


they ſhould not be! 


Again, let us contraſt the character of the rioters with the cha- 


racter of thoſe who were about to worſhip God according to their 
Every encomium, eſpecially if we do not deſerve it, ſhould 


remind us of what we ought to deſerves 2855 
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own conſciences. They, conſidering that they had nothing to 
fear, though men ſhould ſet their faces againſt them, gave out a 
bymn (which is the manner their ſervice begins) they then pro- 
ceeded to pray and to preach, One would have thought, if 
theſe rioters had no regard to the magiſtrates or their neighbours, 

that at leaſt /e ſolemnities that were going forward, would have 
had ſome good effect upon them, that when they found others 
employed in ſupplications to heaven, ſinging the praiſes of the 
Deity, and exhorting their fellow-creatures to acts of benevo- 
lence, this would have generated a reſpect for the God whom 
they were worſhipping! But thoſe people were employed in a 
very different ſervice, and for a different Maſter ; for they were 
on the outſide of the houſe, making faces at the windows, halloo- 
ing, and brawling, and uſing every means in their power to inter- 


rupt the worſhip of God; (two or three of the Jury and a few 


others laughed) Gentlemen, is this a ſubje& that merits laughter ? 
I am very well aware, that you may laugh at me, and my awk- 


ward manner of opening it, but the ſubje& itſelf is of the moſt 
ſerious and important nature, and I am ſure muſt extort from you 


the verdict, guilty. 1 
But this is not all, the ſervice concluded, though much ſooner 


than they intended, becauſe they could not proceed to their ſatis- 


faction. One would bave expected that when the congregation 
were diſmiſſed to their homes, the defendants would have gone 


home alſo. No; I ſhall prove to you, that thus religious con- 
gregation were treated worſe than perſons who are pilloried in 


this country are uſually treated. The proſecutors deſigned to 
have gone to a neighbouring village in the afternoon, in order to 
uſe their beſt endeavours to promote that religion of peace, of 
which they are the miniſters, but were prevented by the deten- 
dants, as the witneſſes will particularly inform you.“ Gentlemen, 

| i ty the. 


On a former day, (viz. Wedneſday, July 10th), the mob came 
to the Preaching-houſe with a drum, tin-kettles, french-horns, bul- 
locks-horns, poſt-boys-horns, watchmen's rattles, &c; but on this 
day. they lid afde theſe inſtruments of rough Muſte, and were 
armed with weapons of a more ſerious nature; with branches of 
trees, bludgeons, ſtones, &c. it being evidently their intention, not 
merely to make a noiſe, but to wound or maim the preachers, if 
not to murder them, When the preachers, and their friend Who 
me with them, attempted to leave the houſe in order to return 
Weathersfield, where they intended to preach in the afternoom 
and evening, two of the rioters, aſſiſted by others to the number 


| of between two and three hundred, ſeized upon Meſſ. Jenkins and 


Barker, and endeavoured with all their might to drag them into the 
midſt of the mob, in order, as they declared, to Do rox THEM,” 
One of the ruffians kicked Mr. Barker on the thigh, and another 
ſtruck. Mr. Jenkins with the branch of a tree. It was with the 
utmoſt difficulty and the greateſt exextion, that the preachers eſca- 
ped into the houſe, and bolted the door, The rioters watched them 
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the office of to-day is only to find whether they were guilty or not. 


The office of puniſhment does not reſt with you. If you had to 
ſay how much they ought to be puniſhed, I ſhould have no objec- 
tion; but the court, hereafter, being to decide upon the puniſh- . 
ment, you have only to pronounce whether they are guilty, Vea, 
or Nay. Let me aſk you, if people were returning from a fair, 
or from ſome place of idle amuſement, whether you would not 


feel it was abominable for them to be ſurrounded by a mob, who 
had formed a predetermined plan, and carried it to the degree of 
violence and outrage which I have ſeebly ſlated to you. There 


may be thoſe that diſlike their tenets, but I am fully perſuaded, in 
whatever they may diſagree, they muſt all acknowledge, that this 


cruel and unjuſt treatment is not to be tolerated in a country GO» 
VERNED BY LAWS. | 


Mr. William Jenkins examined by Mr. Grimwood. 
Mr. Grxr1miwoop, Mr. Jenkins, You went to Great Bard- 
field on Sunday the 14th of July to preach, did you not? 

A. I did, Sir. 5 . | 

Q. Will you flate to the Court and Jury, what paſſed on the 
morning of that day, A. At the corner of the ſtreet in which 
the houſe is ſituated, I ſaw one Wilks who looked at us and ſaid, 
«+ It is not quite ten o'clock yet,” by which (we ſuppoſed) he re- 
ferred to the mob's aſſembling, as we had heard they were to meet 
about that hour. EE Ss | 55 Se, 

Judge. 


conſtantly and diligently from that time (about 14 N ed lt paſt 55 


ten o'clock at night, declaring frequently, with the moſt horrible 


imprecations, oaths, and blaſphemies, that they would not leave 


the place till they got them out, The preachers finding themſelves 


in this dangerous ſituation, and learning that there were no Magilſ- 


trates in the town, nor within ſome miles of it, they wrote a letter 
tio Dr, Wakeham, of Bocking, requeſting his aſſiſtance, and, pre- 
vailed with two friends to convey this letter; who having about 


twenty miles to walk, it was paſt ten o'clock before they returned. 
In the mean time the mob ſurrounded the houſe, pouring in thro” 


the windows, in almoſt every dircftion, ſhowers of ſtones, and 


ſome of them with ſuch violence as to make deep indentions in the 


partitions oppoſite, The family who belonged to the houfe were N 
in the greateſt diſtreſs ; the cries of five {mall children, frightened 
by the noiſe and ſtones, were ſo exceflive, that it was expected 


every moment ſome of them would fall into fits. The diftreſs of 


the Mother, weeping floods of tears over her children, is beyond 
all Deſcription : and the compaſſionate father was driven to his 
wit's-end to contrive ſome method of relieving them. He could 
not take them into any of the chambers, for fear of their being 


killed by the ſtones. At length he removed the children into the 
barn, putting the youngeſt into a crate of ſtraw and covered them 


up: But even here the unmerciful ſavages diſturbed them, by 
knocking againſt the wall, cke. SE HAT 


The 


( 1 ) 


Judge. Vou mean the Meeting- houſe? A. It is a dwelling | 
houſe, my Lord, licenſed, where the congregation aſſembled. 
Mr. Grimwood. You met Wilks? A. Yes, at the corner 
of the ſtreet; he walked before us to his own houſe. 
Who was with you ? A. William Heath and Samuel Bar- 
ker. About ten minutes after, Wilks came before the houſe, and 
with oaths and imprecations, called us many ill names, of Which 
we did not then * notice. Soon after ſeveral more joined him. 


TI opened the hatch-door, and aſked them why they withed to in- 


terrupt us, and why they called us theſe evil names ? 


Q. What were they? A. They called us many, too bad to 
repeat, and many I don't recollett, 


Q. Did they uſe very abuſive names ? A. Yes, Sir. 

. You aſked them, why they did ſo? A. Yes; and obſerv- 

ed, that we had done them no evil, that we knew of. If we had, 

and they would make it «> ns. we would make them 9 repa- 
ration in our power, 

. What did they anſwer? A. Only with gender language 


as before, and ſaid, They were determined, we ſhould not come 
there.” RR 


The mob ſent 8 9 to the perſons confined in i the : 


| houſe, (particularly one by the church-warden,) threatening to 


ull it down, and declaring, with all the marks of rage and mad- 
nels, + All that we wiſh for, is, to get you out, and then we 
„ will take care that you ſhall never come here again; for we 
de will do for you!“ Between nine and ten o'clock, the mob began 
to threaten to burn the houſe, and all the people that were in it. 


About ten o'clock, a large fire-brand was brought for the purpoſe 


of effecting their execrable intentions! At this alarming criſis, 
when the poor perfecuted people expected every moment either to 

be burnt alive, or murdered if they attempted to eſcape, the two 
men who had been ſent to a Magiſtrate, returned with a warrant 
directed to one of the conſtables. The men found the conſtable 
among the mob, as they were coming towards the houſe, and pre- 
ſented the Warrant to him; but inſtead of receiving it, he ran 
away. The men however followed him, and when the conſtable 


found he could not get off decently, he took the warrant into a 


houſe to read it by a light ;---having examined the warrant, he in- 
formed the mob of its contents, and ordered them to depart to their 
own homes; this requiſition was ſpeedily 8 b with, for 
being hired, they were of courſe under command. 

The conſtable having porn the mob, ſent a meſſage to the 
people confined in the houſe, that they were at liberty to go, They 
returned anſwer, that; they could not think of leaving the place, 
unleſs a conſtable was ſent to protect them. Accordingly a conſta- 
ble came, and conducted them about half- Way to Weathersfield; 
he then returned, and they continued their journey. Between 


eleven and twelve o'clock they arrived at their lodging, praiſing 
God for the great Deliverance. - 
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9. About what number were collected at this time? A. I 
believe about a ſcore, I reaſoned with them, and aſked, why they 
Wiſhed to prevent us? We did no harm, and only came to wor- 

ip God according to the diftates of our conſciences, and had 
nothing in view but the good of thoſe perſons that aſſembled with 
us. 1 

Q. How many other of the defendants were among theſe? 

A. Thomas Cole came up, and ſwore a great deal, 

Q. Who elle ? A. Robert Holmes. 3 

Q. Any other. A. I don't recolle& any other; I am a ſtranger 
to moſt of them, only I enquired the names of ſome who were 
moſt violent. They faid, * They had a good church, we had 


__ * no buſineſs there: the gentlemen did not like it, and were de- 


* termined we ſhould not come there.“ I anſwered, © We did 


© not come to interrupt the church; there was no ſermon at 


church the forenoch of that day ; that we frequently went to 
„ church ourſelves when we had opportunity.“ They took no 
notice of my reaſoning. but raged exceedingly, and vengeance 
ſeemed to appear in their very countenances ; they called us to 

come out and go away. | | | | 85 


— - 


Q. Did their number increaſe? A. Not much at that time. 
About that time ſeveral perſons came to join with us, and we 


ſhut the door of the room, becauſe the way to the room where 
we preached was through the yard. | | = 


. You ſhut the front door? A. Yes, Sir, and proceeded 


in our devotions. While we were ſinging, &c. they made a great 


noiſe, putting their faces to the window and hallooing with al 
their might. I ſtopped two or three times to reaſon with them a 
Jitle, and deſired them, if they wiſhed to treat us ever ſo ill, 
not 19 diſreſpect the word of God: But they ſtill continued to 
wake all the noiſe they poſſibly could, 42 5 

Q. What were the inſtruments they had with them ? 

A. They had none at that time; but they uſed to have a drum, 
watchman's-rattles, and various other things. | MS... 
Q. After your ſervice was over, what then? A. We then 
prepared to return to Weathersfield, 3 

Q. Were you prevented? A. Samuel Barker came round 
through the yard-gate to the front-door, where I had juſt opened 
the top door (the hatch) to meet him; when we came there, the 


mob were much enereaſed in number, and there appeared to be 


about two or three hundred. e i 
Q. About what time was this? A. Near twelve in the day. 
Q. Were they riotous? A. They were exceeding noiſy 
and tumultuous, As Mr. Barker ſtood by the fide of the door, 
waiting for Mr. Heath and myſelf, Thomas Cole ran with great 


violence, ſeized him, and endeavoured to drag him among the mob. 


Judge. How did he ſeize hm? A. With both hands at 
once, my Lord, on each fide of his breaſt, Sceing him in this 
danger, 1 reached my hand over the door to prevent them from 


5 dragging 


myſelf from him; and again took hold of 


; (13 ) 


dragging him away. Juſt before I laid hold of him, Robert Holmes 


came up and kicked him on the thigh ; and when 1 laid hold of 


Mr. Barker to prevent them from dragging him amongſt the mob, 


Holmes ſeized upon my arm, and endeavoured to pull me over 


the door, uſing many imprecations at the ſame time: but havi 
the lower door for a ſupport, by ſtruggling bard I diſengaged 
n | A. Barker, to endea- 
vour to reſcue him, Ns 
Mr. Grimwood. And you got Barker in? A. Yes, Sir. 
He laid hold of the door-poſt, and by his pulling and my aſſiſtance, 
with great difficulty we got him in. I again aſked them, why they 
treated us in this manner? They ſwore grievouſly, and ſaid, we 
had no buſineſs there; they aſked for our authority, and ſaid we 


had no licence. Thinking that if I ſhewed them my licence, it 


might have a tendency to calm them, I pulled ſome papers out of 


my pocket; two Acts of Parliament, one the Act of Toleration, 
and the other the Riot-Act; being often interrupted, I generally 
kept theſe papers about mm. 3 
Serjeant Bond. Was your licence one of thoſe papers ? 
A. Iam not ſure; I deſigned to take it out, and if it was not, it 
was in the bottom of the pocket from whence I took thoſe papers. 


The moment I pulled them out, Henry Brittain ſtruck me on the 


breaſt and hands with the branch of a tree, and with oaths and 
curſes, aſked, * Why do "I ſhew your papers tp us, who can- 
not read? I replied, „I was going to ſhew them at your re- 


queſt.” But however I found it was in vain to attempt it, for they 
became more tumultuous than ever. Cole, Holmes, Brittain, 


and others, ſaid, with horrid curſes (as uſual) Why don't you 


come out, and we will take care you ſhall never come here any 


more.“ 1 then withdrew and ſhut the door; but being ver 
anxious to get to Weathersfield, as we had appointed to Ag, 
there in the afternoon and evening, I enquired whether we could 
not go a back way? but our friends in the houſe, with tears, 


begged we would not attempt to go out; declaring if we did, they 
ha 


no hope that we ſhould eſcape with our lives. We then 


conſulted what we ſhould do to obtain our liberty : At length we 


thought, if we could convey a letter to a Magiſtrate, we might be 
delivered. On enquiry we found there were none in the town, nor 
within ſome miles; however two men of our congregation, who 
had not left the houſe, agreed to go to Dr. Wakeham, of Bocks 
ing; accordingly a letter was prepared, and they went with it, 
but did not return till paſt ten o'clock at night. During all this 
time we were cloſely confined. 1 . 
. Mr. Crimuood. Mer. Jenkins, anſwer this queſtion; During 
all this time were you under any terror ? | 
A. O yes, under very great terror. I Os 
Q. You were afraid of your lives then? A. Yes, we were, 
. Did they proceed in their violent meaſures? A. About 
ſix o'clock they began to throw ſtones through the windows, which 
| 5 | alarmed 


— On 


were afraid to go near the windows. 


vie muſt take the conſequences.“ 


(3247) 

alarmed us a good deal; but we had nothing to do but wait patiently, 
in hopes Providence would point out ſoine way for our eſcape.  - 
Qi. Did you diſcover any of the defendants active? A. We 

; Between 8 and q o'clock, 
a meſſage was ſent us by ſome perſons in the town, importing that 
if we would promiſe never to come there any more, they would 
undertake that we ſhould go unhurt.” I anſwered, * We believed 
it to be our duty to preach in that place, and as the Laws of our 


Land protetted us, we could make no ſuch promiſe : and added, that 


if thoſe perſons had any influence on the mob, they ought to diſ- 
perſe them without engaging us to make ſuch a words Je 
man went out with this anſwer ; and ſoon after the ſtones flew with 
greater violence than before, thro? all the windows. Between 


9 and 10 o'clock at night, Mr. Blake, the man of the houſe, came 
up ftairs, where we were ſlanding for ſhelter behind a ſtack of. 


chimnies, and informed us, There was one of the Church-wardens 
below, who wiſhed to ſpeak with us. We went down and found 
William Smith, - the Defendant. OT | | | 
2. Which Smith? A. The Farrier. There are two William 


Smiths, one of them is a Farrier, and the other a Carpenter : It 


was. William Smith, the Farrier. I informed him of the diſ. 
agreeable ſituation we were 1n, and the very uncivil treatment we 
had met with; and obſerved, that we came only to worſhip Gop, 
in which the Laws of our Country protected us; we injured no 
one, and it was very ſtrange they wiſhed to interrupt us. He 


anſwered, * He had nothing to do with that, he only came to make 
one propoſal.” „ 5 


Q. What was that? A. If we would promiſe never to 
come there any more, he would interfere with the mob, and we 
ſhould go free.” 'Freplied, © It was his duty to interfere with the 
mob without ſuch a promiſe, and that we were in danger of loſin 
our lives.“ He acknowledged we were in danger; and oily Tal 
% What can be done with a mob? I obſerved alſo, * that they 
had greatly damaged the houſe, and probably the expence would 
fall upon the Pariſh, for which he ought to have ſome concern, 
ik he had none for our lives! As to that, he ſaid, he had 
nothing to do with it; and if we would not make that promiſe, 
© Q. Did he go away then? A, While we were converſing 


with him, there were two or three ſtones came into the room; 


upon which he ſaid, Why, what do they mean by this! they 


will knock one's brains out! cannot they be quiet while I am 

here ?” Upon which he immediately went to the door and ordered 

them to deſiſt. | . | BING e 
Q. And did they? A. Yes, immediately, and threw no 


more while he was in the houſe. He returned into the room, and 
a deſultory converſation took place nearly the ſame as before. 
Then he went out, and as he was going through the ſhop, he ſaid, 


TY} Ng 1 


ſaid, © they were threatening to burn the houſe!” 


646 ) 


wNo Juſtice will undertake your cauſe,” John Blake replied, 


«© We muſt then go to a Lawyer.” 


Judge. Who is John Blake? A. The maſter of the houle, 
my lord. We chen went up ſtairs to the place of retreat, where 
we had been before, and Samuel Barker going to the window to 
ſee what they were doing in the ſtreet, he heard them ſay (juſt as 
William Smith went out) © now we have full liberty to pull 
down the houſe.” As the night came on, it is impoſſible: to 
deſcribe the horror of our ſituation; the noiſe of the ſtones upon 
all the floors, the craſhing of the windows, and the curſes, oaths, - 
and clamour of the mob, was ſo great, that we who were in the 
houſe could ſcarce hear each other ſpeak, By this uncommon . 
diſturbance, Mr, Blake's children were very much frightened. 

Q. How many children has he? A. Five ſmall children: 
The terror they were in was ſo great, that we feared they were 


going into fits, they "cried ſo exceſlively, particularly one litile 


girl about ſeven years old. We endeavoured to quiet them, but 
as every ſucceſlive ſtone renewed their fright, and theſe came ſo 
frequent, it was all in vain, The poor woman ſeeing her chil- 
dren in this ſituation, was extremely diſtreſſed, and ſhed floods of | 
tears over them for a long time, - 
Q. She wept abundantly for her five children, you ſay ? 
A. Yes, Sir. The children were removed into a kind of 


paſſage behind a ſtack of chimnies, for ſhelter from the ſtones, 


but as they continued crying ſo exceſſively, Mr. Blake removed 
them to the barn, where he laid them in a.crate of ſtraw, and 
covered them up, leaving his wife to watch over them. It being 
now dark (at leaſt within doors,) we thought it neceſſary to barra- 
cade the doors as well as we could, for the ſtones came ſo rapidly -. 
through the windows, and the noiſe at the doors was ſo great, that 
we expetted they would break in every moment, Thus it. con- 
tinued till near ten o'clock, when John Blake came up ſtairs, and 
| Upon which 
I went to the window, creeping cloſe to the wall, to avoid the 
ſtones, and looking out, I ſaw ſome fire among them, reſem- 
bling a brand, from whence ſparks iſſued, This, after what Mr. 
Blake had related, alarmed us exceedingly : being ſo. late at night, 
and the men not returned, we concluded they were preparing to 
execute their horrid threatenings, and we knew not what to do. 
But the men ſoon after returning with a warrant. from Dr. Wake- 
ham, which they delivered to the conſtable, and then climbing 
over the yard gates, informed us what they had done. About a 
quarter of an hour after, a meſſage was ſent to inform us that the 
mob was diſperſed, and we were at liberty to go. But we were 
ſo terrified, that we were afraid to go out alone; and therefore 
Tent word back, that we could not think of going, unleſs a con- 
ſtable came to guard us; accordingly one of them came, and we 
ſet off about half paſt ten o'clock for Weathersfield. He went 
about half way with us; and as we ſaw no perſon, we 5 * | 
| mille 
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e | 
miſſed him, and arrived at our lodgings between eleven ang 
twelve at night. 


Mr. IENEINS e by Mr. Serjeant Box p. 


Serjeant Bond. Well, Mr. Jenkins, you are a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel? A. Yes, * 51 

Q. Are you licenſed to preach ? A; Yes. 

Q. Where are you. licenſed to preach Pe. A. I am licenſed 
by the Law as a preacher, and I am allowed to 8925 among all 
the Methodiſt ſocieties. 

Q. Who licenſed you? A. J took the oaths at Bedford. 

J. What oaths? A. The oaths of allegiance, & 

Q. What brought you to this place, Bardfield? A. John 
Blake ſent word he ſhould be glad if J would come and preach 

ere. 

2. Now he is a baker; 1 what's is this houſe? A. The room 
we uſually preached in was the room where he baked his bread. 

Q. What is the front room; a ſhop or a parlour? A. There 
are two rooms in front, one is a ſhop the other a parlour. 

2. Here it was you came on Sunday the 14th. of July? Who 
came with you? A. William Heath, and Samuel Barker. 

2. Is Heath another Miniſter? A. Ves. 
-Q. Do you remember ' meeung the . of Mr. Cole on 


the road that morning ? A. No. 


Q. Don't you remember meeting with a lite girl about Hvelve 


or thirteen? A. No, Sir. 


2. Nothing of that fort? Will y you fwear that you met no 
young woman that morning, a girl, a child? A. To the beſt | 
of my recollection we met with no one, but I will Not t'be poſitive 


| at: this diſtance of time. 


Q. But I mean, did you converſe with no girl upon the road ? 
A. No Sir; I am ſure I conver fed with no perſon, man, woman, 

or child, all the way, except at a friend's houſe where we called. 
8. Who is that friend? - A. Mr. Stock. 


And are you ſure you talked to no one? A. Yes, 1 


am fure we talked to neither man, woman, nor child, all the way. 


Q. Did you come there every Sunday about that time 5 
A. We changed as the ſervice at the church changed ; but 
lince then we have gone every forenoon. 
Q. How many were there in your congregwion at that time? 
2 About twenty. | 
Was the wife of Mr. Perry there? A. No, 
Was not ſhe locked up there, and her huſband wanted her 2 
K. No, Sir; there was no perſon locked up that I know of. 
2. You don't know any of theſe a, A. 1 aſked the 


names of ſome. 


2. Then all you know: of this Mr. Smith, you aſked kis name? 
4. Toe Sir. 


2. Who 


7 
ok Who-did you-alk ? * John Blake, the decker 1 
ule, x 
Q. Why, you know that Cole is indiled fow an aul Fc 


A. Ves, Sir. 
Q. The very ſame- aſſault as ee now. A. Part of il 
In how many places have: you preached in this neighbours 


hood? A. At Weathersffeld, Topsfield, and Shal ford. 


. Nothing ſaid about your political principles? A. Na, 
pothing at all. They only faid, Blake had. ſaid ſomething diſ- 


reſpectful of bis inajchy. I replied, *** The Methodiſts: are a loyal 


ople; and if he has done ſo before we came, he ha not luce, 5 

and if he i is mended we ought to rejoices” | 
Tou know he was charged wich this, which ſort to be 

one of the cauſes of offence, was it nov?” * A 1 only | nel 'by 


1 | 
Q. Did not they bring it as a 1 e bim * A It 


as juſt mentioned. 


Q. How juſt mentioned? A. They ſcemed-to lay no Dreſs 
upon it. * 

O. But did not you grant it bad been ſoꝰ A. 1 only Fl" 
it for argument's ſake. I have often talked with Hirh, ty gra has 
always exprelled an att chment to the King and Conſtitution, "Us. 

Q. Do you mean to. ſay. that the whole objection to you Was 


totally on account of your, religion * "0 Yes; Sir, I bn, be. 


lieve it was. 
Mr. Garrow. Mr. Jenkins, do you pray for bis Majeſty $ 
A. Yes, always, —- 


Joux BLAEx, the ſecond Wan LAS by Mr, GARrRQW, 


Q. Mr. Blake, you are the habe that lives at this placey 
where did you meet with theſe gentlemen that morning? N 

A. They came to my houſe on the 14th. of July about ten 
o'clock ; and when they came, Thomas Cole came up to the win- 
dow, curſing and ſwearing, and ſaid, you have been a: luckng wed .4 
children, and hightening my lutle gu] into fits. | 

Mr. Garrow. [t is needleſs to go over the whole account again. 

'0u were in Court when Mir. Jenkins was examined; ya 
have, head the account which he has given: Is that account 
true upon the oath you have taken A. I believe it is true. 

Q. You know all theſe parties: Now, will you name to us 


* 7 


ſuch per ſons as you ſaw were active in che mob? K. I- will; 
WIIIIam D xon, William Hurd, Thomas Cole, Robert Holmes 
William Stock, (interrupted by) 


Mr. Garrom. You have the names as they were Dated i in” the 


indictmem, with which you were: before the rake: jury; where 


all the perſons: there 7 KR. Ves. 
Q. Will you ſtate their names? A. e Rumſey, 1 ho- 


mas Wilks, Henry Brittein, Sarah his wife, T homas . "Wright 


Dowcett, Jobs Overall, W:lliam Ketley. | Si 
wo £ | C | 2. Stop, 


( 18 ) 7 

2. Stop, I will read them over to you as they ſtand in the in- 
diftment. | Reads them one by one,] Now, were all theſe perſons 
. ˙ A 
2. Did any other perſon ſay any thing to you? A. The woman 

ſaid to me, who was in the adjoining yard, You are an obſtinate 
man, and the ſooner you turn the Miniſters out, it will be better 
* for you; for as ſoon as it is dark they will be about your 
* houſe, and you cannot make your remarks who did it.“ 


Mr. BLAKE croſs- examined by Mr. TRowERs 
Mr. Trower. It was a piece of advice ſhe gave. Mr. Blake, 
What are you? A. A Baker, Sir. 
2. Where do you come from? A. From Bocking, 
Q. How long have you been at Bardfieldl? A. Nine years. 
Q. Were you always of the ſame perſuaſion? A. No. 
Q. How long have you been converted, Sir? A. Why, 1 


don't know ;—that is a matter that comes on gradually ; I muſt 
leave that to God. 1 - 


2e. You don't know:—Give me leave to aſk you, how long 
Have you left the Goſpel in the church, to hear in your own 
houſe ? I believe this gentleman came to your houſe upon your 
invitation? A. Why, I will tell you how it happened. I 
| went to Weathersfield to ſeek for buſineſs, as I heard there was a 
baker gone from that place to America, and I could diſpenſe with 
a litile more cuſtom. I applied to Samuel Barker, and he aſked 
me where I came from; I told him from Bardfield. He aſked 
me whether I ſhould like the Methodiſt preachers to come there. 
I faid it was a very dark place. 3 
2. What do you mean by a dark place? A. Why, I 
mean, that they ſcarcely knew good from evil, [a loud Jaugh.] 
Mr. Barker made anſwer, * there is the more need of preaching :” 
I faid, that Bardfield was a deſperate place, and I would not ad- 


viſe my friend to preach in 5 "can But ſays be, we muſt not 


mind perſecution, perhaps you can find a barn, or ſome other 
room to preach in. I ſaid I would think on it, Mr. Robert 
| Green alſo talked to me, and I knew the word of God fo well, 
that I knew what he ſaid to be true; ſo he came and paid a viſit 
at wy houſe, and he intreated me to Jet him come to preach. 
4 Mr. Garrow. So they came ? A. Mr. Jenkins came the 
Sunday morning following, the 12th of January, or thereabouts. - 
Mr. Trower. Had you ever any converſation with the inhabi- 
tants of Bardfield? A. Yes, they did not like the preachers 
ſhould come; they ſaid, *© theſe are the people that want to over. 
turn the churches; ” and they called us Levellers.“ | 

Q. Did you hear them? A. I heard them in the mob. 

Q. Did they ſay any thing to you about it ? Did not they ſpeak 
about political diſcourſes with you? A. No, not at that time, 
2. Why did not they ſay you had ſpoken diſreſpectfully of the 
king? A. I never > e gf 


Q. You 
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Q You ſay all theſe people were preſent; Will you undertake 
to ſay at what time in the day you ſaw theſe people? A. From 
ten o'clock, till about church time ; then they diſperſed a little; 
except Brittain : He ſtood ſentry with a bough in his hand, 
After church, I ſaw every one. e 9 

Q. What were they doing? Were they not collected from cus 
rioſiiy ? A. Their former actions were ſo baſe, I had reaſon 


to ſuſpect they were ill-diſpoſed ; and knowing the diſpoſition of 


the * ſo, well, I was certain they were no friends to us. 


ow tell us what you ſaw them do; lump them all toge- 


| ther? A. I ſaw nothing done *, only threatenings. 


Q. Who did you hear threaten? A. Thomas Wilks told 
me, if I would turn the Miniſter out, he ſhould not have a hair 


of his head hurt. I anſwered, © If my houſe come down, I will 
not turn them out ; for if they were murdered (and they certainly 
would it I had turned them out) I ſhould be as bad as thoſe that 
murdered them.“ 85 | 
Q. Who elſe did you hear? A. Sarah Brittain ſaid, “ I 
wiſh the houſe was all in a flame, and the parſons in it.“ | 
. Now you were very much confuſed at this time. A. Yes. 
Q. Where were you all this time; becauſe I have heard about 
ſticks and ſtones flying about ; where were you ? A. I was in 
the yard, and gave my houſe up to the mob, after I lodged my wife 
and children in the barn, and covered them up with ſtraw : and 


in the time I was doing this, the ſtones flew ſo, that I run the 


hazard of loſing my lite to get covering for my children. 

Q. You were running about, how could you ſee theſe men ? 
Will you undertake to ſay that theſe men, to the number of eigh« 
teen, were there ? A. Yes, I will. N 1 | 

Q. Tell us, what Stock, and Hitchin did ? A. Stock and 
Hitchin, walked backwards and forwards before the houſe, in a way 
of relieving Brittain, who walked ſentry with a bough before the 
houſe. Then there were a number who joined in a mob. 


Q. Why all the pariſh were there; were they not? A. The 


greateſt part were; the mob and ſpeCtators, 
Q. What kind of people were they? A. They were a low 
ſet ot people. „ 3 i 
2. How many were there ? A. I ſhould think not leſs 
than two or three hundred. hh V 
2. Were not ſome of theſe people upon curioſity? A. Theſe 
people, with their malicious countenances ! (a loud laugh.) 
Q. Never mind their countenances ; tell us'what you ſaw Wil- 
liam Dixon do? A. He was walking backwards and forwards 
with the others. | 
T * Perſons who poſſeſs a conſcientious fear of exceeding the truth, very frequent · 
| XS far ſhort of it, eſpecially when they are interrogated in a quibbling way, 


is was the caſe with the Evidence, becauſe he could not diſtinguiſh the identical | 


perſons who broke his windows, he was afraid to ſay what was certainly truth, 
vin. That he /aw His windows broken in hundreds of pieces. x 1 0 
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02 Thomas Cole, what did he do? A. A man was ſpeaks 
ing to him, and aſked him, why he let Barker go ? 


Judge. I ſee a great many of theſe perſons were'ſpeQators, 
therefore I want to aſk of the ſeveral perſons, diftinaly, what he 
faw them do, or heard them ſay : Merely ſpectators, won't make 


them rioters. Begin with William Stock: What'did you hear him 
lay, or ſee him do? A. Nothing, but walking-backwards and 


forwards. I heard him ſay nothing. | 
Mi -Garrow. Did he appear to you to be-as afentinel ? 
A. Yes, like a folder. e 1 
Q. Had he any thing in bis hand ? A. No; that is the de ſi 


eription 1 give ot him, he was doing that. 


o 


* 


Mr. Garrow. I only with you would give us common ſenſe 
and facts, without ſo much figure“. What did you ſee Rumſey, 
do? A. I aſked him what hurt I had done the Mob. He ſaid, 
++] have no ill towards you; but the gentlemen don't approve of 
** the Miniſters coming to preach. here; but if you had a proper 
place, they would not mind it fo much,” 

Q. Thomas Cole, What did che fay or do ? A. I heard 2 


man aſk him, why he did not hold Barker, when he had got hold 
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of-him ? he anſwered and ſwore, © I could not hold him, for his 


* 


and he would have held him, and have done for him. 


teat rent.“ He wiſhed he had had a hold of one of the parſons, 


Q. William Smith the carpenter: What did you'ſee him do, 


or hear him ſay 7 A. About fix o'clock he came up to the 
window and-afked me to let him have a copy of the licence. I 


' anſwered, if the gentlemen come 1 will ſhow them the licence; 


but I will not give you a Copy of it. Then he turned and went 
acroſs the road to his companions. - 591 


- „ 0 


D. Thomas Wilks and William Hurd, what did you hear them 
fay, or ſee them do? A. Ifaw William Hurd hallooing, when 


Mr. Jenkins was preaching. 1 
Q. Where were you at that time? Were you not in the cons 
gregation? A. Les. | 


* Q. How could you diſtinguiſh him? A. He flood oppoſite 


me window. e 5 
Q. Robert Holmes, what did you hear him ſay, or fee him do? 


A. I ſaw him in the mob4n the beginning of the very buſineſs. 
QQ. Henry Britain, what did you hear him fay, or ſee him do? 
A. He was tbe man, with the branch in his hand, as a ſentery. 

2. What wes hi; wife doing or ſaying ? A. I heard her ſay, 


” the wiſhed the houſe all in a flame. 


Every candid perſon will readily 'perceive, that it is no eaſy matter for a 
common perſon, eſpecially, to continue recollected, and to find ſuitable words to 

(ſwer every queſtion,. when there ere ſo many interrogating him. The plain 
Ale wie this; Henry Brittain walked io and fro' before the houſe for above two 
bours, with a branch of a tree on his ſhoulder, keeping ſentery. He was then 
telieved by Stock and two others, who, ſoldier-like, paraded io and fro! in their 
turns, which was what the Evidence wiſhed to expreſs, and which he had ſaid be» 


ore. | 
25 3 Q. Richard 


\ 
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© ©. Richard Brittain, what did he ** or ao men 

only in a deriding manner. 115 
Q. Don't Fpeak in theſe general tms; "what as, he. doing? 

was he encouraging the mob; did  he@@ndu& himſelf as an In- 

nocent ſpeQator,” or Was he active in e A. He * 


very active. 
did he ſay or do p _ 


2. William Smith, the Faxriar,. W 

A. He came, as he pretended, to tell me out of reſpett; that r 
might expect to ſee them murdered, if I did not turn ee out. 

. Thomas Hill, what did he ſay or do ? 

K. He ſeemed to take a pait wich the moo. 

2. George Noon, what did he ſay or do? A. He count- 
— the mob, in a way of being ready to turn his hand to. a 
thing with them: He was an ill- diſpoſed pe! ſon, | 

{1). Wright Dowcett, What did he do? A. He joined in 
the ſhouting at the time the congregation were aſſembled. 


Mr. Trower. Was you in the Congregation at the ſame time ? 
A. Les. 


Q. And you ſaw this man hallooing ? 
A. It appeared he was hallooing along with the en 

of 48e: Do attend to the Gentleman's queſtion and anfwer it, 
| Trower. Did you hear him halloo? A. 1 could ag. 


| giſtingwiſh one voice from another; he took pt; 


Q. What do you mean by* that ? 
A He joined in interrupting us. 1 
Q. What he made a noiſe? A. Yes, | OE 930) Ld 
Q. What led you to think ſo? + © 622240 
A. He appeared to be hallooing in the mob. 
Edward Hitchin, what did he do? A. He was walking 


bac wards and forwards among the mob. * 


Mr. Garrow: John Overhall, and John Ketley, they were a 
part of the mob; what. did they do? A. 1 ſaw Overhall do 
nothing; no otherwiſe than take the part of the mob in unn 
and encouraging them. 

Mr. Garrow. What did Ketley, ſay or do? A. By the 
indictment I am confined to the day, therefore I cannot ſpeak of 
all the particulars ; he took part in keeping us. priſoners, © 

Mr. Trower, In what manner? A. By his joining the 
mob at unſeaſonable hours; taking part and encouragingithem, SY 

Q. Pray, what are all theſe men you have named, are they 
labourers or tradeſmen ? They are common labourers, are they 
not ? . Ye 

Q. Lbcheye all theſe meetings were held at your houle, do 
. . a woman by the name of Perry, locked up. 

Mr, Garrgw. My Lord, is this regular? The door was not. 
locked. Have you done with him? Mr, Tower. Ves. 

. »Mr.' Garrow,s Were the doors locked.during:the ſeryice 2 


2 l vas one of thoſe who walked o and fro? 'bgfare. the: bouſe keeping ſenteryy 


4 1 A. Nog 


\ 
'F 
| 
: 
ö 


( 22 ) 


A. No, there are witneſſes enough of that; ſo that theſe 


Gentlemen, or the Magiſtrates, or any body elſe, might have come 
in if they plealed. 
Q. Wich reſpe& to theſß perſons, had they on any former oeca- 

Gon hindered the worſhip in this place. A. Yes. 

Can you venture to ſay, from the obſervation of their 

geflures, &c. that they fprmed a part of the mob? A. I can. 
Q. Poſitively, upon your oath? A. Yes. 


Mr. Garrow. Now you have been aſked, with a view to affect 


your credit (interrupted by the Judge.) 

Mr. Garrow. go, fn only to take the impreſſion off the 
minds of the Jury, for that was thrown out on purpoſe to impreſs 
their minds ; but I am ſure your Loratvip will take care it __ 
not. 
MI. WilLtam Hearn, the third Witneſs, examined 
| | by Mr. Ga1mwoop. 
thr. Grimwood. You are one of the preachers? . Yes, Sir. 
Q. Will you take upon you to fay, that all Mr, Jenkins has 


 faid is rue? A. Yes; I ſaw the whole tranſaction. | 
2. Vou faw the whole tranſaction? And during the time you 


elt yourſelf in great terror? A. Yes, Sir. 
1 Q. Do you happen to know any of the defendants perſonally 7 


A. Yes, a few. 


2. Are you able to lay whether any, and which of ihem were 


prelentꝰ Yes; Henry Britain, Cole, and Holmes. 
Q. In what capacity did you end did you Preach that day? 
. No.. 
Where do you belong? A. I come from Colcheſter. 
$ Do you remember meeting Cole's daughter? A. I do not. 
. Did you meet and converſe with any girl? No, we con- 
2 with none. 


Mr, SAMUEL Hans the fourth Witneſs, prinined 
by Mr. GARROW. 


95 Was you one who walked with theſe Gentlemen to Bard- 
Held? ew 


A. Yes. | 
2. Did you meet with any little girl, to whom any inſult was 
made 5 No, we met neither man, woman, nor child. 


en were in court, I believe, when Mr. Jenkins was ex- 
amined ? Ss © "WW 
> You heard what he ſaid ; was it true? A. I believe it 
was. 
2. Did you feel any terror? A. I had ſuch ſenſations then, 
as I would not have again for ten thouſand pounds. 


| - Heve they had an intent to murder me, 


N. What 


Mr. Garrow. No more would I. Mr. Barker. I fully be. 


or 


W1 


„ 


Q. What did they do to you? A. They ſwore at me, and 
damned me, and ſtrove to drag me into the mob. 

2. Were the doors locked curing any part of the ſervite 7 

A. No, they were open. 
3 Were the congregation diſturbed by the people on the out- 


ſide? A. They were very much diſturbed. 


Q. ow it continue more and more, till che nen, ame ? 

A. Ves. 

Q. Did you think you were in danger of your lives 1 
yes; we were in very great danger, and knew of no way to eſcape: 25 
we were preparing for eternity. 

. You did right. I don't know whether you know many of 
the perſons that were concerned in the mob : Do you know 
Wilham Dixon; was he one of the mob? A. He was with 


the mob, and in the mob; but 1 cannot pere to lay. he was a. 


particular hand in it. 
. You can venture to ſay he was not a mere innocent ſpecta- 
7 of FF ul « - : 
Q. William Smith, Carpenter, was he taking. js 5 Oy = 
Yes; he gave Brittzin ſome: 'beer, who was * about wich a 
bough | in his hand keeping ſentery. | 
Q. Thomas Wilks, was he there? A. Yes, he was there. 
Q. William Hurd, was he there? A. I don't know him. 
Q. Do you know Henry Brittain? A. Yes; he was there 
keepin ſentery for about two hours. 
p Richard Brittain, what was he doing ? A. Very y ative. 
Q. Thomas Hill, what was he doing? 41 dont know 


him. 
Q. Wright Dowcett, what was he doing? 7 Very dive 
[wearing and hallooing. | \ Tl 


Mr. JENEIVs, called again by Mr. Cannow: 
2. Where 3s your licence? Produced and read by the Aſſo. 


ciate, ſigned, Fiſh Palmer. 


Afſſoctate. Who is this Mr. Palmer? A. The Clerk of the 
Peace for the county of Bedford, 
Aociate. Did you ſee him ſign it? A. Yes, in open court. 
oF; Garrow. here is the licence for the houſe ? Produced. 


Mr. PARKER'S Clerk called. 


Mr. Garrow. Is this a copy of the original ? You have the 
original? A. Yes. 
Mr. Garrow. Throw it acroſs. Read by the aſſocia, 
« Theſe are to certify,” &c. 
Mr. Garrow. I will not trouble your lordſhip with any more 
wuneſſes. as | 
Naik 
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giſter office in this town. 


Lordſhip addreſſed the Jury. 
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AS 
M Paxxzx's clerk'croſs-examined by Serjeant Bon D;* | 


Q. Where do you bring that-from, Sic? A. From the res 


. Q. What the office of the Clerk of the Peace ? A. No: 


the Commillary Court of the Lord Biſhop of London. 


Serjeant Bowp then addreffed the Judge upon ſome part of the 
form of the indictment, His Lordſhip an{wered, This is irre- 


| Eular, as it came from the: King's-bench;”” '- Serjeant Bond then 


entered upon the defence *. Upon the eoncluſion of which, his 
Jop. Gentlemen of the Jury 3 This is an indictment againſt 
Cole and ſeventeen others, for riotouſly aſſembling on the 14th. of 


July, 1793, in the pariſh of Great-Bardfield, and interrupting and 


otherwiſe abufing a congregation of Proteſtant Diſſenters. This is 
the charge in the Indictment: and where a number of perfons af- 


fſemble to the amount of three, or more, to carry any thing by 


violence, whether the object of the aſſembly be lawful or unlawful 
3 Upon this occaſion it is evident, that the obje 
the defendants was to interrupt a number of people in their de- 
votions, Who had a' right to worſhip God in their own way. A 
right which ought to be ſupported in every country, particularly 


ia this. The conſe quences of the puniſhment, as has been repre- 


ſented . 


We canndt but lament the difagreeable ſituation in which the learned 
Ser eant flood; he was impelled by the virtue and weight of many hard, orbicular, 
firing argumente to undertake the defence of a deſperate gang of rioters, who 


dare'not'preiduce. one witneſs, either to exculpate themſelves, or criminate the 
Proſecutors. It was therefore a fruitleſs attempt to waſh the Black- a- moor hi te; 
eſpecially. when the great Orator run the hazard of ſacrificing Juſlice and Truth, 
Reœaſon and Common Senſe, to the ſhrine of Mammon. ee ſomethin 


mull be ſaid in defence of the good old cauſe of Perſecution! But as it woul 
de tedious and perfectly infigid, to inſert all the Words which were uſed on this 


oc caſion, id amuſe the jury, and conſole the Rioters and their opulent employers, 
we fyppoſe the following extratt of this curious Oration, will abundautly ſuffice 
moſt of our readers. | | V N | 

My Lord: Gentlemen of the Jury. It is my duty to flate to you and 
to make fome obfervations in ſavor and behalf of theſe defendants who are indicted 
to the number of eighteen by this proſecution, and who are to be ſeverely dealt 
with in the Court of King's Bench, from whence this cauſe comes. But it is the 


Happineſs of this country that before any perſons can be dealt with, with ſeverity, 


they hall come before a jury of the county, who have in their diſcretion and 
their judgment to pronounce the defendants guilty, or not guilty, of the charges 
imputed to them; which if the jury think there is not ſufficient ground to accuſe 


the party, they then of courſe acquit them. And | ſhall leave this caſe to you on 
that ground, whether you in your conſciences, believe that theſe eighteen perſons 


of the low deſcription they are tated to be, haye been guilty of that breach in 
fociety which is imputed in this indictment; whether you will deliver them over 
to that ſevere juſlice which you underſtand is to be the conſequence, if you, upon 
yvcur oaths, find. them guiliy. And Jam perſuaded you will be tender and cauti- 
ous of the property, independance, and liberty of your country, and of theſe 
poor deſendants who are now brought be fore you. And unleſs you ſee that every 
one-of them are guilty, you will not deliver them to the ſentence of that court 
where /cucrity will be ſhown them; and from ſome late tranſaftions we know not 
to what lengt!: puniſhments will be carried! 5 


[ 
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fented to you, that is to fall upon the defendants; with that you 
have nothing to do, If you are of opinion that they are guilty, 
however it may oppreſs the offenders, for which they may thank 
themſelves, you are to pronounce them guilty, It is for you to 
conſider whether the defendants were met together to form this 
deſign; to prevent Mr. Jenkins and his friends from viagra pd 
to meet for religious worſhip in Bardfield, You muſt be ſatisfie 
that each of the defendants, you find guilty, were uniting to pre- 
vent theſe people continuing there, by violence and force. 
Gentlemen, The evidence Which has been produced is this: 
Firſt, Mr. Jenkins is called, he tells you that on the 14th, of July 


he went to Great-Bardheld, &c, EO: his Lordſhip repeated the 


evidence as before ſtated.] From this evidence, it ſeems, there has 
been upon this occaſion, as ſerious a Riot as was ever known, 
It is ſerious both in its object and in its nature, They were aſſem- 
bled for the purpoſe of worſhipping God in their own way, IF 
the defendants $4 not like it, all they had to do was to have gong 
to church: We find, ſome did go to church, but during the time 
they were there, they left Brittain with a ſtake in his. hand to 
keep ſentery over theſe people. We find they wiſhed to go: in- 
4 it was proved by Mr. Jenkins himſelf, that he was deſirous 
of going to preach at Weathersfield. You find there were ſhout- 


ing, hallooing, curſing and ſwearing, breaking the windows, and 


various other means made uſe of to obtain their object; which put 
theſe people in danger of their lives. r 

"Now it does ſeem to me, that every one of the defendants are 
equally guity, except ſome whole names I ſhall mentian to you, 
which if you think with me, you will find not guilty. You will 


always lean in favour of mercy where you can, but in finding theſe 


guilty you will do juſtice and your duty, | 
= VV 1 Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen, I wilb to ſtate to you, that this is no 3 proſecution com- 
r 


menced at the Sefions, aud carried on there; but is removed from thence to the 
King's-Bench, and ſent down by record to be tried at this Aſſizes. This is out of 
the common courſe of proceeding. They have not brought it before the Magiſ- 


trates of the county, who know the people of Bardfield, who knew how to adapt 


the puniſhment to their crime, if they were guilty of any. And when you con- 
ſidet that theſe poor labouring men, are taken out of the common proceſs, are 
carried to Weſtminſter-hall; you will find that theſe pious people are acting in a 
different way, than a common perſon acts merely to bring them to juſtice. I know 
how little able theſe poor labouring men will be to cope with all that is to be done, 
after you have found them — of this offence: I know the ſufferings and the 
morſel of bread that is torn from them, io make any defence in this court to day“. 
It is on this ground I come forward to reprobate the proſecution which is carried 


on in this expenſive way, and which in itſelf appears to be a proſecution that might 


better have been ſpared than brought into a court of juſtice. | 


The learned Serjeant was led, either by bis inflrutions or imagination, to. 
miſrepreſent this part of the caſe ; for it is well known, that the defence was made 
at the expence of thoſe who hired them, and were obliged to ſupport them for 
fear of an impeachment ; ſo that when they returned Kam the quarter ſeſſions, 
which they appeared at when the cauſe was removed, they came home drunk, and 
ſet the bells a ringing at midnight, perhaps, without the conſent of the p—r—n 
whoſe houſe adjoins the church- yard. 7 : A 
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leaſt, equally guilty with all thoſe, 
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Gentlemen, William Smith the farricr is an exception, he ſaid . 


that if they would promile not to come again, he would interfere 


with the mob and diſperſe them, ſo far as Smith was concerned, 


that when he found Mr, Jenkins thought it his duty to refuſe 
making ſuch a promiſe, he ſays, “ You mult take the conſe- 
quences:“ So that it does ſeem to me that Mr, Smith is not, at 


5 | It 


% Really, Gentlemen, where religion is eſtabliſhed as in the government of 


| this country; where we hear of a moſt reſpectable MINISTER of the pariſh, Mr, 
PRHILIs, every Sunday attending his flock ; I believe you will think, that they 


came to introduce darkneſs rather than light, or what is worſe, chaos and confu- 


ſion. . The people had been tried before whether they wiſhed for an introduction 


of this ſort into the pariſh of Bardheld ; that being the caſe, one would have 


thought they might have gone elſewhere, There was the whole continent of 
America full of heathers; there was the coaſt of Africa, my might have gone 


there, rather than oppoſe Mr, Pfilirs. We fee, that theſe tabernaclers were 
aſſembled in a baking-houſe. A houſe where they are baking puddings and bread 
all the week, was on the Sunday morning turned into a conventicle, We find 
there had been a general diſhke of theſe people in the pariſh. I have aſked the 
witneſſes whether they did not meet with Mr. Cole's daughter on the way. They 
ſay they did not, but when a man is to be ſent to the King's-Bench priſon, or 
ſent I don't know where, from his wife and family; I think you will conſider a 
little, the motive from which he firſt interfered with this buſineſs, and to examine 
this teſtimony when he ſaid, „you, Mr. Parſon, have been frightening my child 


into fits.” This ſhows what was the object of Mr. Cole. He thought that ſome 


of thoſe perſons, whether true or falſe, I will not take upon me to decide. But 
the anſwer was, they had been diſturbing the child and driving her into fits“. 


[The learned Serjeant, after expatiating upon the cruelty of Mr. Blake's at- 
tempt to awaken the wicked inhobitants of Great Bardfield out of their ſins, by in- 
troducing the Goſpel of Chriſt among them; and after endeavouring to palliate 
the guilt of the rioters, who on this important occaſion manifeſted ſuch flaming 


zeal, againſt Repentance and Reformation, concludes bis long harrangue in the 
following remarkable words.] | | 


Gentlemen, I doubt not but you ſee, it was too great a zeal and love for 
that religion their forefathers profeſſed; a zeal for the good old cauſe, t which 


brought forth theſe men, and not that malicious intent,” as Mr. Blake calls 


it. Theſe are moſt of them labouring men, they might not know what is right 
and juſt, they have not the capacity you or I have from a better education. But 
if the intention was good; if theſe men are {Try for what they have done, if they 
have offended ; and I conceive this to be the caſe; you will not deliver them over 
io the Laws of the Country! under theſe circumitances I have conſidered the caſe, 
and under theſe circumſtances I now ſubmit it to an Eſſex Jury.“ 


„* This filly Rory, about the Preacher's f5ightening Cole's child; though 
many able heads and active hands, were a long time employed in kneading and 
rolling and forming it into a tenacious ſubſtance for baking, yet when brought 

iping hot from the p—r—n's oven into the Court, it was found to conſiſt of ſuch 
Rias ſtuff, that it dropt all to pieces, to the great aſtoniſnment and grief of 


the Rioters and their worthy Fellow-labourers ! - 


'-' + Zeal for the good old Cauſe ! By this elegant and heart-affefting erp, 
does the learned Serjeant mean, — the good old cauſe of Popery and Perſecution, 


which was in its meridian ſplendor in this country in the days of Queen Mary ? 


Then indeed the zeal of its devotees burſt forth into ſuch tremendous flames as 
illuminated all the inhabitants ip the vicinity of Smithfield, when Biſhop Bonner 
and his execrable crew, adopted the expeditious and powerful method of convert» 
ing pious Proteſtants from their mental errors, by burning them alive at a ſtake! 


l 
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jury. I obſerve you have a proper ſenſe of your duty, and therce- 
fore I have no doubt if the witneſſes whom 1 ſhall call, prove the 
defendant guilty, you will give your verdict accordingly, = 


C. 

It ſeems alſo there are ſome others that are not ſo guilty, parti- 
cularly William Dixon, he was in the mob, and ſo were many 
others, James Rumſey ſeems to be another; he ſays, „I have 
no ill- will towards you, but the gentlemen don't like your coming.” 
I think it will be too much to ſuppoſe that the witneſſes fo accu- 
rately recollett the expreſſion as to convict him. Thomas Hill 
is another; all that has been ſaid againſt him, is, that © he ſcemed 
to take a part with the mob.” George Noon is another, I 
don't find that Ketley was a man violent ; now if he was not, it was 
impoſſible that Blake ſhould know by his diſpoſition-that he took 


With reſpect to the others, you find, one ſtrikes Mr. Bats + 


art. 
. another kicks him; another pulls Mr. Jenkins; another 
ſtands with a bough in his hand keeping ſentery; and one man 
brings beer, as it were, to relieve the man who was keeping ſen- 


tery, &c. Then if you find that you agree with me you WII. of | 


courſe find them guilty, _ | | 
Aſſociate, Gentlemen, conſider of your Verdict“. 
- [Six were recommended to mercy, and twelve to be convicted, ] 
Verdict: Thomas Cole, Robert Holmes, Henry Brittain, 
C158 1 | Geier. gt b | 


Ee Pings 


* A few minutes after the Jary had laid their heads together, there ſeemed a a ö 


conſiderable demur; and they were rather noiſy. At length the foreman turned 
round and requeſted the names of the two men who ſtruck Mr. Barker; 9 
at the ſame time to his Lordſhip, that they intended to clear the reſt, becauſe 
they thought if the conſtables had been called in ſooner they might have been re- 
lealed. h His Lordſhip anſwered, apparently with great diſſatisfaction, . How 


could men, ſurrounded as they were by ſuch a deſperate mob, go out for the 


& conſtables? Mr. Jenkins proved to you, that they. earneſtly wiſhed to go to 


11 preach at another. town. ** Beſides (added his Lordſhip) you ſhould remembe 


* that they ſent off men to a magiſtrate very early in the day, but they coul 
&« not return before that late hour. And again, there were three equally bad; 


„What will you do with the third? * But however” (ſaid his Lordſhip appa- 


&« rently much diſpleaſed) If you think they were not there, don't find them 
. 9 e p = 

The conſtables were among the worſt in the mob; and had it not been for a 
miliake, they would have been indifted with the reſt, However we hope that 


| their eſcape will have a good effect upon them for the future. | 
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On Saturday, March 15, 1794, was tried an indictment againſt 


Thomas Cole and Robert Holmes, for an aſſault on Samuel Barker, 


committed on Sunday, July 14, 1793, and they were found Guitrty, 
But as little would appear to the reader that was new, except a 
few obſervations of the learned counſel, the detail account is 
omitted. 1 | 


— 


An account of the trial of another indictment for an aſſault, which 


was committed on. Wedneſday, July 10, 1793. 
The Kine verſus James Calek, 


Mr. Gzimwood ſtated the indictment 7 1 
Mr. GAR ROw. May it pleaſe your lordſhip: Gentlemen of the 
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i Y mob, but particularly by Sarah Brittain, 
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Mr. H Aru examined by Mr. GAR NOW. 


2. Mr. Heath, you are a preacher of Mr. Weſley's perſaafiong 
and reſide at Colcheſter, I believe? A. Ves, Sir. 

2. On Wedneſday the ioth. day of July, did you preach at 
 Bardkeld. A. Les, Sir. | 

95 During the time of the ſervice were there any number of 
perſons aſſembled about the houſe? A. There were a great many, 

2. When the ſervice was over, did you come out of the houſe 
to go home, or where were you going? A, To Weathersfield. 

; g. And what did you obſerve on the outſide of the houſe ? 
A. A great many people gathered together and making a noiſe 
with a drum, rattles ſuch as the watchmen uſe, horns of ſeveral 

kinds, tin-kettles, and various other things, in order to diſturb me 
and the congregation, ACSI Se 
2. And what did yon do? A, We proceeded towards Wea- 

thersfield, and my friends and I, on our way, were much abuſed 

by the mob. — | | r 

Q. Was James Calek one of the perſons? A. Yes, Sir. 

2. In what manner were you treated?) A. They got baughs 
of trees, and ſome matting, which they dipped in water and rub- 
bed them in the duſt, and then rubbed me on the back with them. 
2. What more? A. A little further I was. Ropped in the 


2. What number were there then? A. I dare ſay two nun · a 


dred. 


could not proceed for a conſiderable time, being hindered by the 
2. We won't enquired the preſent indictment, what ſhe did: 
What did Calek do A. Being prevented from going forward 
in the lane, I got into the adjoining field, in order to run away 
from the mob; but after I had run a conſiderable way, I was ob- 
liged to ſtop. | 


not proceed. op 2” | 
2. Did you apprehend any danger? A, Yes; I was afraid 
of my life, 8 e ee | : 
Q. You Ropped: in conſequence of your fatigue ; what did 
Calek do then? A. He came up, and puſhed me with great 
violence on my back ſeveral times, Fo that it was with great diffi- 
eulty that I avoided falling on my face, COT OP ee 
Q. What more, Sir? A. He ſtepped before me and retarded 
me in my path, ſo that I could not proceed. _ 2 IP, 
Q. Where were the mob then? A. They were advancing ag 
I advanced, and flinging rotten eggs and dirt art me of various 


. 
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kinds. mare 
2. What fort of dirt any filth? A. Mud, and that fort, 


JJ. Did they do it frequently ? A. Yes, Sir, 
'B 


Q. So that you apprehend (upon your oath) you was in ſeriout; 
danger of your life? A, Yes; and my face and back, and all 


2. And you could not proceed on your 8 ” . Wort 


Q. Why did you flop? A, I was ſo fatigued that I could | 


— 
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ever me, mere covered with dirt and filth 3/ and all wichout the 


leaſt provocation. id zg od - 
2 You bad given no offener 5 A. No, nothing bus preabhings 


2. How did you at laſt eſcape from them? | A. I ran into & 
houſe where I had never been before, and ſeeing myſelf in danger; 
I took the liberty of locking the door on the inſide; and continued 


there till about ten or eleven o'clock at night, when I and my 


friends crept out privately, and by going over hedges and ditches 
we arrived at my lodgings at po mi almoſt ny with: The 
tigue and fear. f 

Q. What was your reaſon for continuing in the bees fo long: 

A. I imagined that the mob were ſomewhere about the houſe. 

Q. Are you able to ſay, that they did continue about: the houſe 
aſter you went in? A. Yes, Sir, 

Q. Now, for what time can you venture to- 4 A Abou 
an nour. 91 

2. In what manner r did they employ tnemſelves? 7 5 Making 
a noiſe with their rattles, tin-kettles, and other inſtruments, with 
which they diſturbed the congregation, and in nee the POEM 


of the houle to turn us out, | 15447 
Mr, Hzata croſs-examined by Mr. Sarjcant, Bons „ 

Q. What is Calek 7 A. A labouring man. Us ' aol 
2. Had you ever ſeen him before? A. No. ob 


Q. Then you gave no fort of offence to this od „K. Nn 


and there is another cirtumſtance which I did not mention: He 
puſhed me with great violence into a hedge, on the other fide of. 


which there was a large ditch full of water; but the hedge was 
too thick to admit me through, He then pulled me back by my 
coat, with ſuch violence, that I thought e eng tore 10 kran 
my back. _ 

7 Was not this after ſome challenge to Light 7 wy By 90 
means; I never ſaw him before, 311 

Q. Did you give no affence; to him 7 A. No. 


A 
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Q. Why, did not you tell him he was one of the wicked people 


of Bardfield, or that he was dark? A. No. 


Q. Do you mean to ſay that he threw rotten eggs or dirt at you. ? 
A. No; I don't know whorthrew them. 


Mr. Carrom. Vou are not much of a fighting. man, 1 n 


from your appearance. 
Mr. BLAK RE examined. by Mr. Camwagps.: | 
Q. Did you ſee Mr. Heath aſſaulted on the 1oth. of July „1 
A. Yes; I ſaw James Calek puſh him upon the hedge. 
Q. Do you know Calek ? A. Lese, 
2 You. are ſure he is the perſon? A. Ves. 


® —_ 
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| THe. Mr. BLAKE croſs-examined by Mt. TGW IB. Bog {LOU 


© 1 believe there was ſome challenge in your Oy — 4 A. . N00 


2. Did not you ſay to Calek, what are you following us for; 


are there any three of you that can fight us? A. No. c 
Mr. Serjeant Bond, May it — your: Lordſhip: : Gentlemen 
of the Jury. You ſee this is another indictment — an aſſault. 
Why; there will be no end to them, I think, v8 ſee he is not 
the 
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| Mr. Webb ſtated the Indictment. 


( co) 


the man Who threw: the dirt or eggs at the reverend divine: but 


he put him in the hedge, where he might have lain at quiet if he 


<ould;” and it being about midſummer, the leaves would have co- 
vered him. You ſee he is charged with having been guilty of the 
aſſault, but was not charged in the indiftment yeſterday, What 
is the preſumption then ? Why, that he had ſeen the error of his 

ys, and ought not to have been indicted, I think it does ſhow 


there is a little malignity in this ſort of gentry, and that they can- 
not get rid of the little bit of the devil that eggs them to theſe pro- 


ſecutions, Gentlemen, I think he repented of his error, for this 

reaſon, that thdugh' he was connected with them on the 10th. of 

A he was not preſent on the 14th“, therefore he ought not to 
convicted. [112503 in ee 
Jvpex. This is a proſecution againſt James Calek for an aſſault, 


committed on the 10th, day of July, on William Heath, who has 


ſtated it to you in evidence. [His Lordſhip, after recapitulating 
the Evidence, added] Gentlemen, upon the whole of the evidence 
it does appear, that this man was guilty of a very grofs. afſault, and 


the defendant has called no evidence to centraditt. You are told, 


you ſhould not find this man guilty, becauſe he had not thrown 
the filth, But if he was in the mob, he was juſt as much anſwer- 
able for their acts, as if he had done them himſelf, But it is not 
left at all doubtful-on that ground ; -you find he hunted Mr, Heath 
down in the field; and forced him into the hedge, and ftrove to 
throw Rim into the ditch, and otherwiſe treated him exceeding ill, 
until Mr. Heath, in order to ſave his liſe, ran into a houſe that 
ſtood by the ſide of the road. After which the mob ſurrounded 
the houſe in a furious manner, and lurked in the way a conſider- 
able time; ſo that he was obliged to go out a private way, and 
eſcape for his life. Gentlemen, fome pleaſant things have been 
ſaid to make good humour; but they certainly ought not in caſes 


of chis kind. Aſſociate, gentlemen of the jury, and conſider of 


your Verdict. 3 | 
1 5 . Vs nf Verdict, Guter v. | 
The Kine verſus Sarah Brittain, 


7 
* * * . 
a 


Mr. Garrow, May it pleaſe your Lordſhip: Gentlemen of the 
Jury: You have underſtood that this is an indi&ment for an aſ- 


fault, and if I had a leſs formidable adverfary than my learned 
Friend, 1 ſhould' not ſay a word, But my learned friend ſays, 


« They have got a little bit of the devil in them;” and that 
e there is no end to theſe indictments.““ It is true, there is no end 
to the ingenuity of my learned friend! There is no end to the 
ſufferings of this people There is no end to the perſecutions of 


thoſe men; and there will be no end to the animoſity of this pariſh, 


*till ſome have been made examples of. I cannot help being a 


hitle entertained and ſurprized at the extraordinary ſtructure of 
: 207, £0 MN OHOT WOT FTS 15 5 O % FP ; 


This is a miſtake of the learned Serjeant ; for though James Calek was 


not in the indictment on the igth, yet he was preſent, and among the fore» 
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my learned friend's ingenious mind; you were not to have con- 
victed the laſt man, becauſe he had not been guilty, on the 14th 1; 
Mr. Calek, if he was wrong on the ioth, muſt have repented of 
the evil of his way by the 24th! What then ſhall be ſaid to 
Sarah Brittain, who offends on the ioth, and on the 14th, wiſhes 
the houſe might be burned down, and all the people in it! 80 


a man who commits murder, may have repented of the error of 
his Way, and therefore he is not to be puniſhed! This is the 


grave argument, of a grave Serjeant, to a jury of the county of. 
Eſſex! A jury of whom he ſays the fineſt things in the worlds 
Indeed he is very impartial; he ſavs the ſame in all other couns, 
ties, only you don't hear him: When he is here, you are the 


beſt, the wiſeſt, and moſt impartial jury that ever aſſembled, I 
only wiſh the weather was fine, [a rainy day} ſo that you could 
travel with us to Maidſtone, you would hear him fay the lame 


there. 93 57 1 12 


They talk about theſe men fighting, does he ( pointing to Mr. . 


Heath) or any of the reſt of them, look like fizhters? No: 1 
believe none of Mr, Weſley's congregation were ever deemed 
fighters: It is true they talk ſometimes of buffetting the devil ; 
but I believe they never fight with any carnal adverſary. Gentle 


men, I ſhall call witneſſes to prove the aſlault, and I have nao 


doubt concerning your Verdict. | 


The evidence taken in this cauſe was that of Mr. Heath and 


Mr. Blake. The Gentleman who wrote ſhort-hand omitted taki 


it down, but it went to prove, that Sarah Brittain, the defendant, 
ftopped Mr. Heath in the road, and prevented him from proceeds 


ing. That ſhe brandiſhed her fifts at him ſeveral times: — That 
ſhe colleQed gravel and duſt in her apron, and threw in his face 


and down his breaſt; and that in all this ſhe was encouraged by - 


the mob with whom ſhe was ſurrounded. The learned Serjeant 
made no defence, His Lordſhip ſummed up the evidence in ve 

few words, and the Jury without any heſitation, brought in their 
Verdict, Gvirry. . E 1755 ahn 9389 
Hlis Lordſhip then obſerved, „I have only. to ſay, that now 


after theſe proſecutions are over, I hope they will behave betters. | 


As there ſeems to be a deſperate ſpirit of perſecution in Bardkeld, 


their behaving better for the future, will be the only thing to e 


commend them to the mercy of the Court.“ 


On the 17th of May, 1794, the Rioters who had been col © 
victed at Chelmsford Aſſizes, for atlaulting the Preacher, ande 
committing other acts of violence, at Great Bardfield, were brought By 
up to the Court of King's Bench, before the Right Honourable | 


Lord Chief Juſtice Kenron, in order to receive judgment in the 
indictments. The report being read as taken down hy the 
who tried the Cauſe, bis Lordſhip enquired how the Defendants 
had behaved fince, and if they had any Alidavits? Their Coun- 


{cl handed in three or four, wherein te -Defendants Rated that 


they had large families and children. Lord KEN VO obſerved, 


he was extremely ſorry that it was not in his power te have taken 


hold of thoſe PERSONS who were the InsTIGAToRS of theſe Riots; 
but that it did not at all excuſe thoſe who had been guilty, 


a Crime 
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( 32 ) 
2 Crime of the greateſt magnitude, and ought ſeriouſly to be taken 
up by the Court, That the only way of puniſhing them would 
be by impriſonment, which if the Court were to impoſe upon them 
tenicntly, would bea libel on the Court itſelf ; and if they ſhould' 
have a long impriſonment, their families in the mean time muſt 
ſtarve, | Thatitho' theſe men ought not to eſcape the puniſhment 
due to them, yet they muſt have mercy on their families. His 
Lordfhip then addreſſed the Rioters, and ſaid, * If you are found 
% guilty of this Crime again, you will be indifted tapitally, and will 
& be hung 1” His Lordſhip added, that the Indictment ſhould hang 


_ over their heads, and that their Recognizance ſhould be taken in 


the Court of King's Bench on the Saturday following. 5 


On the 24th of May, the Rioters were brought from NweATE 
into the Court of King's Bench, together with their Bail, to 


enter into the Recognizances which the Court then required. Mr. 


GaAzxow Rated the facts to the Court, and was ſevere on the Au- 
thors and Inſtigators of the Riot, ſome of whom it is ſuppoſed, 
were then preſent, and undoubtedly felt themſelves in a very awk- 
ward ſituation. Lord Ksxnvon informed the Bail, that they were 


very much-miſtaken if they ſuppoſed they were authorized in en- 


<ouraging t{Leſe Riots, and that by the Toleration Act, they were 
as much open to puniſhment who diſturbed a congregation of 


Methodiſts or Diflenters, as thoſe who might diſturb the Church 


of England. His Lordſhip adviled the Proſecutors, in caſe any 
thing of ins ſort happened hereafter, and they could pollibly find 
{ufficient evidence, to bring the Bail before.the Court, and as they 
were wealthy, they ſhould ſuffer in their pockets, and that not a 


'© Little, He then told them, they were to underſland this Judgment 


hung over the heads of the perions found guilty, and they might be 
brought before the OQburt without the trouble and expence of Xx 
freſh proſecution ; anc if they did ever come there, he concluded 


their tentence would be as ſevere as the Court could inflict in a 


caſe where the Inditt.ucat is not capital. Their Recognizances 
was then taken in 20% each Defendant, and their two Bail in 
oo f. cach, 3 | | . 
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The profits :rihng from the Sale of this Publication will be 
ep tied to gelba, the great expence unavoidably occaſioned by 
Me Law Sul de deciſion of which undoubtedly is of the 
| Fung! agpportance % the Methodiſts and Dillenters, | 
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